City Council Update

____ _

September 11, 2020

Council Calendar:
September 15 – Special City Council Meeting – Public Meeting (Recreation Center) – 5:30 p.m.
September 22 - Regular City Council Meeting - Virtual Meeting - 5:30 p.m.
October 6 – Regular City Council Meeting – Virtual Meeting – 5:30 p.m.

FIRE DEPARTMENT:
Nacogdoches Firefighters deploy. Texas currently has 2 strike teams of fire engines in CA and
is adding an additional 10 strike teams for a total of 60 engines. Nacogdoches is sending 8
firefighters, one wildland fire engine and one command vehicle to support the mission for 14
days not including travel. This deployment is part of our participation in the Texas Intrastate
Fire Mutual Aid System (TIFMAS) and all costs, including backfill of personnel will be
reimbursed by the State of Texas. Staffing levels for our community will remain consistent to
ensure our ability to deal with emergencies in Nacogdoches. Firefighters left mid-day Friday.

Governor Abbott Deploys Resources To Assist In Fighting California Wildfires
September 11, 2020 | Austin, Texas |
Governor Greg Abbott today announced that firefighters and support personnel from across Texas
have been deployed to help combat the devastating wildfires currently impacting the state of
California. Approximately 190 firefighters, 50 fire trucks, and 10 command vehicles from 56 fire
departments in Texas will be deployed to California today. These resources are in addition to the 44
firefighters, 10 fire trucks, and 2 command vehicles previously deployed in late August.
This deployment is made possible through the Texas Intrastate Fire Mutual Aid System (TIFMAS),
where the state of Texas is able to mobilize resources from fire departments across the state.
"Texas is ready to answer the call for help when disaster strikes — whether it's here in the Lone Star
State or across the country," said Governor Abbott. "I thank the brave men and women serving in
our fire departments across Texas for stepping up to help Californians in need as these fires
continue to burn. I ask all Texans to join me and Cecilia in prayer for the courageous firefighters
battling these wildfires, as well as those who have been affected by this disaster."

New COVID Masks. Based on discussion by the Council, the City is preparing an order of
20,000 masks with COVID messaging for distribution across the community. The masks should
arrive within 2-3 weeks and we are working on a process to deploy them through schools, Head
Start, day care centers and community organizations. This project is possible due to CARES Act
funds.
Nacogdoches’ newest fire engine is nearing completion. We are excited about this important
addition to our fleet that was funded with through a Community Development Block Grant. The
engine will be located at Fire Station 2 (Main @ Martin Luther King) You can view the
complete photos of the build here: https://www.siddons-martin.com/in-production/nacodochestx-saber-rescue-pumper-34705_/

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
NEDCO staff provided a site selector drive time demographic reports for several retail locations.
This is a regular service NEDCO provides to assist site selectors in locating new retail
establishments.
NEDCO is soliciting
ing letters of support for SFA’s proposed Center for Applied Research and
Rural Innovation. Upon completion, the Center will increase Deep East Texas competitiveness in
recruiting and retaining businesses by providing easy access to the university for workforce
work
skill
development, product development and commercialization, and entrepreneurial support.
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Weather-permitting,
permitting, Street Crews will be repaving the parking lot at the Banita Creek Dog Park
and adding handicap parking
king at the Nacogdoches Farmers Market next week (Staff Contact:
Cary Walker, Public Works Manager – (936) 559-2582)
Staff assisted the I.T. and Facility Maintenance Departments this week with the installation of
new conduit for Oncor Electric underground ppower
ower supply and data connections for the Fleet
Maintenance Building located on Cox Street (Staff Contact: Cary Walker, Public Works
Manager – (936) 559-2582)
COMMUNITY SERVICES
Applications are now available online for the Historic
Restoration Grant program. Since 1989, HRGs have
funded more than $950,000 in grants and contributed
to over $4 million of projects preserving the history of
Nacogdoches. Grants are funded through the Hotel
Motel Tax. Applications are due October 16 by 5:00
pm.
Humane Society of Nacogdoches County is hosting a
sponsored adoption event October 12th
12th-16th that will
coincide with the Library's Big Read Event. Their
event features Artemis-the
the goddess of animals. What
better time for both of our departments to work
together with the HSNC to promote both events?
With the start of an unusual school year for grade schools and colleges, library staff have been
working to increase awareness of resources av
available
ailable to students and parents, whether they are
located in Nacogdoches or elsewhere. The library/recreation center building currently offers free
wireless access that extends into the public parking lot. The library also offers research and
learning and test preparation databases through its TexShare Databases collection, as well as
eBooks and eAudio books through Overdrive. With its partnership with SFA professors and the
C.R.E.A.T.E. students, online tutoring and activities will also be available to all students
beginning next week.
Library staff continue to seek out partners for the hotspot lending program that is part of the n
TSLAC CARES #NacBends Technology Grant. As part of that grant, library staff have made
available laptops and iPads to familie
familiess of City employees to take home for school work. City
employees may request an iPad or laptop by calling the library or completing a City Employee

Laptop or iPad request form.. At least two employees hav
havee already taken advantage of this
opportunity for their family members.

The Public Information Officers from the County/City have shifted the daily COVID19 reporting
time to between 8 am - 10 am. DSHS now reports daily cases late in the afternoon; therefore, the
data is from the previous day and reported each morning to ensure cohesive messaging from the
State level.
In order to effectively interpret results, the local dashboard has been edited to match state data as
well and can be found at: tinyurl.com/NACCOVID
SETRAC hospital census can be found at tinyurl.com/y9j6xodm . This link is helpful to viewing
the number of ICU beds, the entire hospital census, and other metrics for the region.
Nacogdoches county case counts, as reported by the state, only reflect residents
residen of our county.
These may or may not include SFA students depending on their home of record. Cases specific
to SFA can be found at http://www.sfasu.edu/fall2020/cases

Cemetery and Finance staff have requested bids for a fence construction project at Sunset
Memorial Cemetery. Established in 1946, Sunset is the City’s largest cemetery and has recently
platted two new sections to increase the number of plots available for sale. Interested bidders will
submit sealed bids for a six-foot-tall privacy fence to enclose the recently developed infant
section on the southwest side of the cemetery. Due date is September 17th.
ENGINEERING
Construction has been completed by Duplichain Contractors on the 2019 Sanitary Sewer and
Waterline Improvements Project. This project included installation of approximately 2,300
linear feet of new 12” domestic water line along Highway 7 East beginning around a few
residences just west of Cordova Construction extending 12” water supply to the east and
replacing an existing 1.5” line which had been repeatedly repaired and which was undersized.
The project also included rehabilitation and relocation of an existing 6” sanitary sewer line
around Complete Fleet Auto Sales on SE Stallings Drive running east and then south along a
creek to Ridgewood Drive, upsizing it to a 10” line. This line, which was originally located
away from the creek, had become exposed as the creek had meandered and had required multiple
repairs (Staff Contact: Case Opperman, Assistant Director of Public Works – (936) 559-2515).
Water Utilities, Engineering and the City Attorney continue to work with a list of businesses that
are in violation of the State's requirements to eliminate potential cross connections in their water
system plumbing. In 2019, TCEQ levied fines against the City for 69 businesses that failed to
use backflow prevention devices. As part of an Agreed Order with the State, the City must have
all 69 sites in compliance by September 30, 2020 or disconnect them from the distribution
system. As of this report, seven (7) businesses remain noncompliant. Three (3) customers have
now installed the correct devices but have not provided official test reports. Four (4) have not
yet installed a backflow preventer or any other devices. Notices will be delivered next week to
all seven entities informing them that they have 10 days to become compliant with the
regulations or their water will be disconnected. The businesses that will receive a final 10 day
notice include:
o OYO Hotel - 3215 South Street (device installed, needs testing)
o OYO Hotel - 3400 South Street (no device installed)
o America's Best Value Inn (no device installed)
o Brick Street Sandwich Shop (device installed, test results pending)
o Schlotzsky's (device installed, test results pending)
o Butcher Boy's (device reportedly installed, test results pending)
o Superclean Car Wash - 1716 E. Main Street (no device installed)
Staff feels confident that the businesses that have now installed the needed fixtures but are
waiting on final test results will become compliant with the regulations by early next week (Staff
Contact: Steve Bartlett, Director of Public Works – (936) 559-2522)
GIS staff compiled crime data from Nacogdoches Police Department into a group of heat maps
this week. Attached maps depict areas affected by differing types of crime from October 2019 to
July 2020 including Burglary of Building, Burglary of Habitat, Burglary of Vehicle, Robbery,
Criminal Mischief and Theft of Automobile (Staff Contact: Tred Riggs, GIS – (936) 559-2519)

